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VANCOUVER ISLAND UNIVERSITY

Deciding where to go to university 
is an important decision, but it 
is also an exciting opportunity 
to think about your future and 
your long term goals. At VIU, we 
understand that and work hard to 
build a community that emphasizes 
quality teaching in an inclusive 
and challenging educational 
environment that is proud of its 
diversity. We welcome you to 
consider what we have to offer as 
you plan the next phase of your 
educational experiences. We are 
confident you will be glad you did.

Dr. Philip Oxhorn  
Dean, Faculty of International Education
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As a lifetime learner, I was excited to come to VIU to earn an MA in Sustainable 
Leisure Management. Of course, I had some reservations returning to the role of 
a student after being an ESL teacher for many years. My fears disappeared once 
arriving at VIU, and connecting with students and the MASLM team. 

– Patricia Verhage, USA, Class of 2020

Master of Business Administration
The goal of the MBA program is to inspire learners to become professionals able to navigate and meet the challenges of an 
increasingly complex, digital, interconnected world. It is important for students to not only obtain the content of an MBA – economics, 
finance, management, etc. – but to also understand how to work across disciplines and technological dimensions to address complex 
problems. This integrated learning also needs to be situated within real-world experience and emerging trends. This is the vision for 
educating the graduate of tomorrow. We educate resilient professionals who are global citizens with the digital and technological 
literacies to be the leaders of today.

The VIU Master of Arts in Sustainable Leisure Management (MASLM) places graduates at the intersection of two growing, exciting, and 
globally significant areas of theory and practice: Leisure and Sustainability. Our program prepares emerging leaders to examine and create 
solutions, which ensure that residents and travelers alike can enjoy recreational experiences, natural and cultural amenities, and heritage 
resources sustainably.

Application Period
October 1 – March 31
September 2020 Start

October 1 – June 30
January 2021 Start

Program Length
20 months

Full Program Tuition
$48,000 (CAD)
Subject to Board approval  
September 2020 start

Features
Mandatory business internship

Two start dates per year

No GMAT required, but helpful

Any bachelor degree accepted

90% of graduates are working full-time 
within 4-8 months

Career Possibilities
Management

Financial Advisor

Digital Marketing Manager

Digital Business Strategy Officer

HR Advisor

Entrepreneur

Business Administrator

Master of Arts in  
Sustainable Leisure Management

Application Period
October 1-March 31
September start

Program Length
2 years

Full Program Tuition
$25,000 (CAD)

Features
2-year program

12 months of fieldwork and thesis 
research

Strong ties to industry

VIU is designated as a World Leisure 
Centre of Excellence with the World 
Leisure Organization

8-month residency requirement

Career Possibilities 
Sustainability Analyst

Eco-Tourism Consultant

University Researcher

Community Development Officer

Tourism Development Manager

Tourism Entrepreneur

VIU’s MBA is one of the most technologically integrated programs in Canada with 
data analytics embedded in research courses and four dedicated technology-
focused courses. The program has been designed with forward thinking 
integration and a lock-step progression that supports effective retention of 
content through structured engagement with information. Our focus is to nurture 
the individual student [to help them develop into] a business leader.

– Dr. Suzanne Flannigan, Dean, Faculty of Management

When I first came to VIU, I was worried that I might find myself alone and unable 
to navigate the Canadian academic system. However, the professors and staff 
at VIU allayed my concerns. The MBA program was definitely a life changing 
experience for me. It was not just about upgrading my professional qualifications. 
It was an experience that consisted of challenging myself, discovering myself, and 
growing my global network of professional and personal connections.

– Sanchit Mittal, India, Class of 2019

It is through leisure that exploration, growth, renewal, reflection and self- 
actualization are possible. Come join us to explore this global concept of  
study together.

– Dr. Joanne Schroeder
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Master of Community Planning Master of GIS Applications 
Planning is a growing profession and this master’s degree opens doors to many opportunities within the field. Professional planners 
work for all levels of government, not-for-profit agencies and consulting firms to advance the public good and improve the quality 
of community life for citizens around the world. Our Master of Community Planning (MCP) combines research, applied learning and 
interactions with the professional planning community to assist students in gaining the skills, abilities and knowledge necessary to 
establish or advance a successful career as a community planner.

The Master of Geographic Information Systems Applications (MGISA) program is designed for students who have completed some 
GIS studies and want to prepare for work in GIS management and consulting. In addition to courses in advanced GIS techniques and 
management students will complete a substantial research project under faculty supervision in consultation with an industry partner.

Application Period
October 1-February 28
September start

Program Length
2 years

Full Program Tuition
$25,000 (CAD)

Features
2-year program

Small city and town planning

Community and urban design

 First Nations planning with attention to 
the issues relevant to the First Nations 
of Vancouver Island and coastal BC

Sustainable economic issues  
including tourism

Career Possibilities 
Land Use Planner

Project Manager

Researcher

Urban Designer

City Manager

Land Professional

Application Period
October 1 – January 31
September start
Early applications are encouraged.  
Applications may close early if the program is full.

Program Length
2 years

Full Program Tuition
$34,800 (CAD)

Features
2 year program with 2 month 
practicum included

 Strong ties to industry, government 
and non-governmental organizations

Career Possibilities 
GIS Administration

Research

Teaching

GIS Consulting

GIS Systems Design

GIS Applications Programming

Planning is an exciting profession: as a planner, you will manage change, shape 
land uses, protect the environment, and make cities better places to live, work, 
and play. VIU’s program offers an opportunity to both learn about planning and 
participate in practical, applied activities so you can improve your planning skills 
and engage with the wider community.

– Dr. Pam Shaw, 2018 3M Fellowship Award Winner

I used to build cities with LEGO. It wasn’t until two years ago that I became 
familiar with the profession of planning: the role that shapes the space we  
live in. The Master of Community Planning program at VIU is a student focused 
program. We learn planning theory and immediately put that knowledge into 
practice within the community. I have never enjoyed school this much.

– Niccolai Zicong, China, Class of 2019

The MGISA program focuses on developing advanced academic and practical skills in 
Geographic Information Systems (GIS) and the related fields of cartography, database 
management, programming, remote sensing, and Global Positioning Systems (GPS).  
The programs are designed for students who have completed a bachelor’s level degree in 
any discipline, and who wish to further their studies in GIS technology. The programs are 
employment-focused and prepare students for a career as a GIS Analyst and related positions. 
Upon completion of the program, graduates will be uniquely qualified to pursue challenging 
positions in academia, government organizations and the private sector.

– Dave Cake, Professor
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Master of Education in Educational Leadership Master of Education in Special Education
The Master of Education in Educational Leadership (MEd) is a program of professional preparation for aspiring and practicing school 
leaders. Grounded in rich educational leadership literature supplemented by extensive faculty expertise and experience, the program 
provides a balance of research, policy and practice. Join a select group of international and Canadian students at scenic Vancouver Island 
University in a program that will prepare you for leadership roles.

VIU’s Master of Education in Special Education (MEd) embodies an innovative approach to working with students who have special 
needs (e.g. learning, developmental, behavioural, or physical needs). Grounded in research and evidence-based practices, our 
program challenges students to critically examine historical and contemporary special education policies and approaches to formulate 
a best practice. Faculty bring their extensive experiences to maximize student learning in each part of the program.

Application Period
October 1-March 31
September start
Applications may close early if the program is full.

Program Length
2 years

Full Program Tuition
$25,000 (CAD)

Features
2-year full-time, cohort-based program

Directed project or thesis completed  
in year 2

Strong focus on developing leadership 
skills for the education industry

Rich program grounded in educational 
transformation

Internationalized curriculum  
and perspective

Career Possibilities 
Independent School Teacher/Leader

College Instructor and/or Leader

International Education Professional

Industry Training

Education Researcher

Application Period
October 1-March 31
September start

Program Length
2 years

Full Program Tuition
$25,000 (CAD)

Features
2-year full-time, cohort-based program

Directed project or thesis completed 
in year 2

Responsive teaching

Principles of assessment and 
intervention planning

Examination of critical issues and  
evidence-based pedagogies

Career Possibilities 
Independent School Special Education 
Teacher

College Instructor

Special Education Consultant

Disabilities Advisor

Industry Training

Education Researcher

The Faculty of Education at VIU invites you to join our dynamic faculty where 
students learn about innovative teaching and learning theories and pedagogy. 
[You] will learn about leading professional learning teams and facilitating 
transformational educational change.  Our students embrace the opportunity to 
inquire into their own practice as they engage thesis research. In working with 
our students I am inspired every day to be a better teacher and leader.

– Dr. Rachel Moll, Associate Dean, Faculty of Education

VIU has given me huge opportunities to gain fascinating insights into 
internationalization and Indigenization. At VIU, students’ voices are given top 
priority. I have just completed the Master of Education in Educational Leadership 
— the program that has changed my world view in such a wonderful and powerful 
way. Thanks to my incredible MEDL professors, I have come to discover — and 
now anchor in — my educational values and beliefs. 

– Nguyen Tu Nguyen, Vietnam, Class of 2019

I love being a part of this university as I was able to embrace diversity.  
Class seminars conducted by our professors were invaluable. My professors  
were with me through thick and thin. I am very thankful to each one of them.

– Tarandeep Kaur, India, Class of 2019

We welcome applicants with a passion for supporting students in the inclusive 
classroom. In this program students delve deeply into teaching and learning 
strategies and interventions that address a range of unique learning challenges. 
Our program is designed using a highly experiential and appreciative learning 
framework. Graduate students are able to personalize their learning and build 
meaningful connections with the school communities in which they live and work.

– Bob Esliger, Professor
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Yuko Matsushima comes from Japan 
and enrolled in VIU’s ESL and Grad 
Prep Program before continuing on  
to her MBA. She was anxious in 
coming to VIU. 

“I didn’t know what the difference 
would be between the Canadian 
and Japanese educational system.” 

After arriving at VIU Yuko’s fears 
were diminished. “I got great 
support from my ESL professors. 
They helped me to adjust to Canadian 
writing styles. It helped a lot. Grad 
Prep was a struggle but I am now 
confident and comfortable writing 
reports. So much so that I chose to 
write a thesis for my MBA project.” 

Grad Prep provides a strong 
foundation for the MBA. Yuko has 
embraced life at VIU. “I am really 
pleased. I have close friends, great 
professors and kind classmates.  
At VIU you always have people who 
will support you.” 

Yuko hopes to begin her career in 
Canada after she graduates. “I want 
to get a job that uses my experience 
in Japan and VIU in Canada.”

–  Yuko Matsushima 
Japan, Class of 2019
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Business Administration    March 31 

June 30
B*   2   No GMAT required 

Sustainable Leisure 
Management

  March 31 B*  3   3

Community Planning   Feb. 28 B*  3  Deadline

Geographic  
Information Systems

   Jan 31 B*   2   Intro GIC course; 
Practicum

Educational Leadership   March 31 B*   2   2 Work experience in 
education

Special Education   March 31 B*   2   2 2 years of teaching 
experience preferred

Business    March 31 

June 30
C+  Can ladder into 

GDPM, GDIT and 
MBA programs

Project Management   March 31 

June 30
C+    Degree in business 

and/or 1 year working 
experience preferred or 
completion of GCIB

Hospitality Management    March 31 C+   

International Trade   March 31 

June 30
C+   Degree in business 

and/or 1 year working 
experience preferred 
or GCIB

Fisheries and 
Aquaculture

  March 31 B  Bachelor of Science; 
interview; permission 
of the Department 

*B average is calculated in the last 2 years

Graduate 
Programs

VANCOUVER ISLAND UNIVERSITY

*Students from countries where English is not the official language must meet the following English language Proficiency scores for 
direct entry. IELTS 7.0 with no band below 6.5. TOEFL iBT 93 with no section under 20.
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Graduate Certificate  
in Business

Graduate Diploma  
in International Trade

The graduate certificate in business is a year-long full time three semester program. 
The certificate addresses student development needs in academics followed by 
foundational knowledge of all requisite business skills. Designed for students looking 
to build their academic business knowledge or for those looking to continue into VIU’s 
MBA program.*

The Graduate Diploma in International Trade (GDIT) is a 12 month program that 
positions students to understand the primary management principles applicable 
to the practice of international business and trade. Graduates from the program 
will demonstrate the ability to apply the principles of international business to a 
wide range of theoretical and applied situations enabling students to engage in 
international import/export activities.

Through this program, VIU is a Platinum Accredited Partner institution with the Forum 
for International Trade and Training (FITT). This means that students are eligible 
to pursue the Certified International Trade Professional designation (CITP) upon 
completion of the GDIT with VIU. GDIT students also have access to all six “FITTskills” 
eBooks (during the coursework at VIU) and access to write one Professional 
Examination or two of the “FITTskills” assessments. FITT membership for one 
year will be paid by VIU. Graduates of the program are able to enter the VIU MBA 
program.** 

Features
Academic development skills

Two start dates per year

Any bachelor degree

Canadian Red Seal accepted in  
lieu of degree

Career Possibilities
Administrative Officer

HR Specialist

Insurance Broker

Features
Advanced standing towards Certified 
International Trade Professional (CITP) 
certification

Forum for International Trade Training 
(FITT) accredited program

Real world supervised import/export 
project included

Career Possibilities
International Trade Manager

International Business Advisor 

Importer/Exporter

Logistics Analyst

Application Period
October 1 – March 31

October 1 – June 30
September and January Start

Program Length
1 year (3 semesters)

Full Program Tuition
$20,850 (CAD)

Application Period
October 1 – March 31
September start

Program Length
1 year (3 semesters)

Full Program Tuition
$20,850 (CAD)

GRADUATE PROGRAMS VANCOUVER ISLAND UNIVERSITY

*Graduates of the certificate program with a CGPA of 3.0 or higher and one year 
of work experience may apply for direct entry into the MBA program. Graduates 
with a CGPA of 2.33 can apply for direct entry into the Graduate Diploma in Project 
Management or the Graduate Diploma in International Trade.

**Graduates of the program with a CGPA of 3.0 or higher and one year of work 
experience may apply for direct entry into the MBA program.
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Graduate Diploma  
in Project Management

Graduate Diploma  
in Hospitality Management

The Graduate Diploma in Project Management is an integrated cohort based diploma 
program that is highly transferable to positions in project management. Students will 
be immersed in the core theories supporting the specialization before demonstrating 
their knowledge in an integrated applied project. 

Students in the program will be registered as members of the Project Management 
Institute (PMI) and VIU will pay the their membership fees for the first year.  
This specialization can lead to the designation of Certified Associate Project 
Management (CAPM) and Project Management Professional (PMP).   The 2017 PMI 
report indicates a 33% job growth rate within the project management oriented labour 
force. Graduates can expect to work in a variety of sectors including construction, 
information technology (IT), manufacturing and the service industry.  Graduates of the 
program are able to enter the VIU MBA Program.**

The Graduate Diploma in Hospitality Management will produce graduates who are 
innovative hospitality management decision-makers equipped with demonstrable 
analytical skills, functional area knowledge, strong communication skills and abilities, 
combined with an applied human capital knowledge and skill set, who influence an 
organization’s performance through their leadership.

Our goal is to provide students with the skills, knowledge, and abilities for advanced 
employment in the field of resorts, food services, business events and other related 
hospitality industry businesses.

Features
Curriculum based on the Project 
Management Institute Guidelines (PMI)

Preparation for Certified Associate

Project Manager (CAPM) designation

Applied project management 
practicum included

Career Possibilities
Business Project Manager

Development Project Manager

Operations Project Manager

Site Manager

Features
Fully integrated internship

Cohort based 

Experiential learning

Direct contact with hospitality  
industry experts

Career Possibilities
Hotel General Manager

Hotel Chain Regional Vice President

Regional Sales Manager

Accommodation Service Manager

Retail / Wholesale Trade Manager

Application Period
October 1 – March 31
September start

Program Length
1 year (3 semesters)

Full Program Tuition
$20,850 (CAD)

Application Period
August 1 – March 31
September and January start

Program Length
1 year (3 semesters)

Full Program Tuition
$43,875 (CAD)
Subject to Board approval

GRADUATE PROGRAMS

**Graduates of the program with a CGPA of 3.0 or higher and one year of work 
experience may apply for direct entry into the MBA program.
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GRADUATE PROGRAMS

For more information, visit world.viu.ca/elc

Study English at a university recognised for teaching excellence

* Students must finish both 6.5 week courses to complete a level.

Direct entry scores
English test requirement Level of direct entry

IELTS 5.5 (no band lower than 5.0) University Preparation 4

IELTS 6.0 (no band lower than 5.5) University Preparation 5

IELTS 6.5 (no band lower than 6.0) Grad Prep

Program Description
Length  
per Level Intakes

Tuition 
Cost

Language Foundations 

(levels 1-3) 

A language and culture program 
focusing on English for personal and 
professional communication.

Listening & Speaking - 6.5 weeks, 
Reading & Writing - 6.5 weeks

13 weeks • August 26-November 29, 2019 
•  October 15, 2019- February 25, 2020
•  January 6-April 14, 2020
•  February 24-June 16, 2020
•  April 27-August 4, 2020
•  June 15-October 20, 2020 (August vacation)

$5,100

University Preparation 
(levels 4 & 5)

Academic preparation for students 
who want to study in a Canadian 
university. Students can enter 
undergraduate credit studies after 
successful completion of level 5.

Listening & Speaking - 6.5 weeks, 
Reading & Writing - 6.5 weeks

13 weeks • August 26-November 29, 2019 
•  October 15, 2019- February 25, 2020
• January 6-April 14, 2020
• February 24-June 16, 2020
• April 27-August 4, 2020
•  June 15-October 20, 2020 (August vacation)

$5,100

Grad Prep Academic preparation for students 
who want to study a master’s degree 
in a Canadian university. Students can 
enter graduate studies after successful 
completion of Grad Prep.

13 weeks • August 26-November 29, 2019 
• January 6-April 14, 2020
• April 27-August 4, 2020

$5,100

Bridge VIU Students can take one university 
course while studying UP5.

13 weeks • August 26-November 29, 2019 
• January 6-April 14, 2020
• April 27-August 4, 2020

$5,100 + 
$2,085

TESL certificate A certificate in Teaching English as a 
Second or Foreign Language (TESL) 
with 100 hours theory plus a 20-hour 
supervised practicum. 

•  3 months 
part-time 

•  5 weeks 
full-time

•  September 4-November 27, 2019 (part-time)
•  January 15-April 8, 2020 (part-time)
•  June 29-July 31, 2020 (full-time)

$2,450

English Language Centre
Aidana Nuranova completed Grad 
Prep and is now studying in the 
MBA program.

“My decision to come to Canada was 
the most spontaneous decision of 
my life. After working for three years 
as an external auditor, I decided 
to challenge myself and broaden 
my knowledge in business. I came 
to Canada to obtain knowledge 
in a diverse environment. I like 
the diversity in our university itself, 
especially in my MBA section, 
where everyone shares their own 
experiences with each other. There 
are many events happening on our 
campus, like SHIFT, which helps 
students promote themselves and 
build networking opportunities.  
I also really like the outdoor 
activities organized by VIU, which 
give us an opportunity to explore 
new places on Vancouver Island. 
Moreover, I found good friends 
in university and residence, who 
became very close to me. Grad 
Prep helped me to adapt to a new 
environment and to improve my 
speaking and listening skills. I am 
now more confident in expressing 
my thoughts in English. I also really 
enjoyed the communication club 
that the ESL department provides 
for international students.”

–  Aidana Nuranova 
Kazakhstan, Class of 2020

VANCOUVER ISLAND UNIVERSITY 1615
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Before Applying:
Explore VIU programs, check the entrance 
requirements for your specific program 
and gather the required documents to 
scan and upload with your application.

Documents required:
• Official academic transcripts

•  Any other supporting documents 
(resume, statement of intent, etc.)

• Proof of language proficiency

•  English translations of any documents 
being submitted that are in a 
language other than English

• A copy of your passport (photo page)

Apply: 
•  Complete the online application at 

world.viu.ca/apply

•  Attach scanned copies of all required 
documents (in PDF separate files)

•  Pay the non-refundable application 
fee of $150 CAD

Note: Due to limited space in certain programs, 
qualified applications received by the application 
deadline do not guarantee that an offer will be made. 
Early applications are encouraged.

After Applying:
•  Receive your Letter of Offer, if 

successful, within 6-8 weeks after 
application

•  Note program start dates and 
payment information

•  Send your tuition deposit

•  Courier or mail your original or 
certified copies of your academic 
transcripts to:

International Admissions
Vancouver Island University 
900 Fifth Street
Nanaimo, BC, V9R 5S5 
Canada

•  Watch your email for an official Letter 
of Acceptance 

•  Apply for your visa/study permit 
from the nearest Canadian Embassy, 
Consulate or High Commission

Applying to VIUHousing: The Right Fit for You

Typical one-year budget 

This budget does not include tuition 
fees and is based on 2 semesters of 
study and one semester off. $1,200

Books
$12,000

Living Costs  
Shared off-campus 

housing & food

$3,000
Miscellaneous

$1,725
Student fees +  

medical insurance

$540
Transportation  

(Bus)

Your Canadian experience may vary significantly depending on the accommodation option you choose.  
It is up to you to decide which arrangement is more suitable for you, or you can try them all throughout the term of your program. 

Meal plans are available at the campus cafeteria and can be purchased in advance. View details at services.viu.ca/food-services/meal-plans
Note: Fees are subject to change. Please check world.viu.ca/cost-calculator for updates.

Homestay Residence Off-campus Housing
$850 / month with meals
$500 / month without meals

$500 double room
$900 single room 
(Additional fees between terms)

From $600/room
$1200-1600/apartment
(rental rates will vary)

A Canadian family experience Semi-Independent living Independent living

Practice English language skills  
in a Canadian household

Live on campus with Canadian  
and international students

Options for roommates, families  
and students with partners

Off-campus, within a 45-minute  
bus ride to campus

Mentorship, support  
and social events

Flexibility of choice  
(apartment, house, etc.)

Host families are trained by 
VIU Homestay staff

Independent arrangements  
with landlord and/or roommates

24-hour support available through  
the Homestay Office

24-hour staff on site Self-directed search with support  
from off-campus housing

$250 Application fee $250 Damage Deposit 
$500 Room Deposit

Damage deposit required by landlord

Apply:  
Minimum 6 weeks before move-in day 
world.viu.ca/homestay

Apply:  
By May 1 for 1st year guarantee
viu.ca/residence

Apply:  
Start search upon acceptance
Places4Students.com

Contact: homestay@viu.ca Contact: residence@viu.ca Contact: ie.housing@viu.ca
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Canada
Nanaimo

Whistler

Mt. Washington

Victoria

Vancouver

Seattle

USA

Getting to campus
Canada

USA

As a finalist for the Higher Education Academy’s 2018 
Global Teaching Excellence Award, we were one of 17 
finalists shortlisted from applications from more than 40 
countries, and one of just two universities in Canada to 
make the list. The award recognizes an institution-wide 
commitment to the pursuit of teaching excellence.

Airplane
20-minute flight from Vancouver

BC Ferries
There are two car/passenger ferry routes 
linking Vancouver to Nanaimo
Horseshoe Bay to Departure Bay (1.5 hours)
Tsawwassen to Duke Point (2 hours)

Float Plane
There are two float plane companies that link 
Vancouver to Nanaimo 
Harbour Air (20 minutes)
Sea Air (20 minutes)

Contact us
International Education 
Vancouver Island University 
900 Fifth Street  
Nanaimo, BC 
Canada, V9R 5S5

Phone: 1.250.740.6315 
Canada/USA Toll-free:  
1.888.920.2221 
Email: Worldviu@viu.ca

world.viu.ca

instagram @WorldVIU

youtube @WorldVIU

twitter @WorldVIU

facebook /WorldVIU

weibo @HelloVIU

For inquiries for the following regions:
Africa / Canada / USA:  
Zaa Nkweta 
Zaa.Nkweta@viu.ca

China:  
Lili Feng 
China@viu.ca

CIS / Middle East: 
WorldVIU@viu.ca 

India / Bangladesh / 
Sri Lanka / Pakistan:  
Sumit Agarwal, Neha Dixit  
SouthAsia@viu.ca

Indonesia / Phillipines / 
South Korea: 
Rasha Abu Ramadan 
Rasha.AbuRamadan@viu.ca

Japan:  
Ami Robinson 
Japan@viu.ca

Latin America: 
Latin.America@viu.ca

Vietnam:  
 Rasha Abu Ramadan /  
Van Anh Le 
Vietnam@viu.ca

Western Europe:  
Europe@viu.ca

The High School  
and ESL Inquiries:  
Aamera Jiwaji 
Aamera.Jiwaji@viu.ca 

For all other inquiries:  
WorldVIU@viu.ca

wechat @HelloVIU


